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Your name:  ________________________________________________________________  Date: ________________________________ 

 

 Students’ Writing Purpose/Audience/Rhetorical Aim:   Students will convey ideas in writing 2-3 page, content-based, “academic-type” persuasive essays 

like those they will need to write for post-secondary education placement tests and coursework. 

 

 

Components of the 

Process 

What will students do in the lesson so that they can  

develop understanding of this component and  

the ability to apply it in real life? 

How will students use the components of the Writing Process  

to meet their writing purpose/rhetorical aim? 

Knowledge, skills and strategies  

 I will explicitly* teach 

In each component, how will you explicitly* teach 

important knowledge, skills and strategies that they 

will need to complete the writing activity? 

 

 

 

PLAN  

(identify purpose/ 

rhetorical aim, task and 

audience; generate ideas; 

organize ideas). 

 

Students will freewrite about an issue they feel strongly about, and about 

which they would like to persuade someone else to feel the same way as they 

do: what is the issue? What is your opinion on it? And who would you like 

to persuade about it? 

 

Students will share the results of their freewriting with the full group, discuss 

the issues, and decide which one they want to use to practice persuasive 

writing 

 

Students will  

 study reading material about the issue they are using for practice,  

 analyze a writing “prompt” about it (that sounds like a college 

course paper assignment) in order to identify specific purpose, task 

and audience for writing, 

 and then work with Instructor modeling how to plan a persuasive 

essay to respond to the prompt 

 

Students will decide on an issue they want to address in their own persuasive 

essays, and write a strong 1-2 sentence statement about their position on that 

issue. 

 

Students will review what they learned previously about summary and 

paraphrasing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How different rhetorical forms are suitable for 

different writing purposes, and why a persuasive 

essay might be a good format for taking and 

defending a position on an issue  

 

 

 

The ways that persuasive writing is important at the 

post-secondary level of education.  

 

* By “explicitly,” we mean that you intentionally teach students about it (e.g. model it, explain it, provide  guided practice and opportunities for application).
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Components of the 

Process 

What will students do in the lesson so that they can  

develop understanding of this component and  

the ability to apply it in real life? 

Knowledge, skills and strategies  

 I will explicitly* teach 

 

PLAN  - continued 

(identify purpose/ 

rhetorical aim, task and 

audience; generate ideas; 

organize ideas). 

 

 

Students will find and summarize information from 2 different independent 

sources (newspaper, internet search, etc.) that supports their chosen position. 

 

Students will use the organizer of their choice (outline, mind-map, other graphic 

organizer) to plan their first draft of a persuasive essay 

 

 

 

 

 

How to use 1 or 2 “new” graphic organizers 

(that have not been introduced in class before) 

 

 

 

 

The format/structure and characteristics of a 

persuasive essay. 

 

 

 

 

 

Construction of long complex sentences 

 

 

 

Correctly using conventions related to research 

writing and source citation (e.g., italics, quotes, 

footnote markers when appropriate) 

 

 

 

How to give constructive feedback on writing 

based on writer’s purpose and plans 

 

 

GENERATE TEXT 

 

 

Students will generate a first draft of a persuasive essay based on their chosen 

ideas and organizers 

 

ATTEND TO WRITING 

CONVENTIONS 
(rhetorical form, grammar, 

sentence structure, 

spelling, punctuation, etc.) 

 

Students will review the basic characteristics of a well-developed paragraph and 

an effective short essay that they learned previously 

 

Students will study models of effective persuasive essays 

 

Students will practice writing  

 long complex sentences that express their positions on various issues; 

 long complex sentences that acknowledge differing positions on these 

issues; 

 correct citations for newspaper, magazine and internet articles. 

 

REVISE  
(apply knowledge of 

content + apply knowledge 

of conventions to improve 

writing) 

 

 

Students will reread their first drafts, and make content revisions in a 2
nd

 draft to 

be sure their writing matches their purpose, by reviewing the ideas and organizers 

they generated during the planning stage 

 

Students will pair up, trade 2
nd

 drafts and accompanying notes/organizers, read 

each others’ drafts, and provide feedback about “how persuasively” the writers 

made their arguments. 

 

Students will generate a new “final” draft based on partner feedback if necessary 

 

* By “explicitly,” we mean that you intentionally teach students about it (e.g. model it, explain it, provide  guided practice and opportunities for application). 


